
Animal Habitat Scavenger Hunt 

A HABITAT SCAVENGER HUNT is a great way to challenge yourself to 
engage with nature.  Make a map of the area with landmarks.   Walk 
around a safe outside space with adult supervision and make a mark every 
time you see an example of food, water, shelter, and space. These are what 
animals need in their habitats to survive.  You can write in a little dot, a 
checkmark, or you can even draw a little picture. Hint: A shelter could be a 
nest or a house, but remember it could also be the area underneath a log. 

 
Locating Animal Houses 

Animal homes are specific places where an animal lives such as a den, nest, or 
burrow. Look for signs of animal homes by listening for animal sounds such 
as birds singing, the rustling of animal movement, and the sounding of 
alarms. Observe tracks and trails found in mud, sand, or snow. Notice feeding 
signs such as chew marks on plants, animal remains, and droppings or scat. 
Look for traces of feathers, fur, antlers, shells, and skins. By learning about the 
habits and characteristics of animals, you will be able to locate and identify 
many of their homes. 

CAN YOU FIND THE FOLLOWING ANIMAL HOUSES? 

 

                       
         ROCKS  HOLES & BURROWS  TREES   
 

                        
                                NESTS    WEBS 



                                 

 
FIND A ROCK  

Many animals like the protection and shelter of rocks for homes. Rocks can 
provide shelter from the sun on hot days. It can also provide shelter from the 
wind and cold. Some rocks can even provide protection from larger 
predators. 

  
 

 
FIND A BURROW OR HOLE IN THE GROUND  

Many animals dig burrows in the ground for a home and shelter. A burrow in 
the ground can provide shelter from the sun on hot days. It can also provide 
shelter from the wind and cold. A burrow can even provide protection from 
larger predators. 

A forest scene typically has large live trees, large dead trees (sometimes 
called 
“snags”), and large logs. Down wood supplies rich organic material to the soil. 
The rotting wood provides a place with the right kinds of nutrition for mosses 
and fungi and for seedlings to get their start. 

Fallen logs also offer shelter to creatures like salamanders and insects on the 
forest floor. Standing dead trees, or snags, also provide food sources and 
habitat for many types of organisms. Several species of woodpeckers, in 
particular, must have standing snags available for feeding. 

Snags help protect squirrels, bats, birds, and insects from the damp and cold 
weather. Bats hang upside down under a snag’s peeling bark. In the summer, 
snags protect frogs, salamanders, slugs and birds from drought and heat. 
Snags are the most important home for many forest creatures. 

 

 
 

FIND A SPIDER WEB  

A spider’s web is very easy to recognize. Their webs have many other 
purposes. In addition to be home, the web helps the spider catch food and 
protect it from some predators. 

  
 



 
FIND A ROTTEN LOG 

 

A forest scene typically has large live trees, large dead trees (sometimes 
called “snags”), and large logs. Down wood supplies rich organic material to 
the soil. 

The rotting wood provides a place with the right kinds of nutrition for mosses 
and fungi and for seedlings to get their start. 

Fallen logs also offer shelter to creatures like salamanders and insects on the 
forest floor. Standing dead trees, or snags, also provide food sources and 
habitat for many types of organisms. Several species of woodpeckers, in 
particular, must have standing snags available for feeding. 

Snags help protect squirrels, bats, birds, and insects from the damp and cold 
weather. Bats hang upside down under a snag’s peeling bark. In the summer, 
snags protect frogs, salamanders, slugs and birds from drought and heat. 
Snags are the most important home for many forest creatures. 

 

 
 

FIND A BIRD NEST  

The most common animal living in a nest is the bird. Nests are often built in 
trees or structures such as office buildings and houses. This keeps them away 
from many predators. In our forest you will also find squirrel nests. 

  KEEPING  TRACK  
 
Every season will be a new adventure.   Journal your experiences 
in your yard, park  or forest.   Take photographs, draw a picture,  or 
create art projects with pressed flowers or autumn leaves to show 
the seasonal changes. 
 
LEARN ALL ABOUT IT    Information and Habitat Games 
 
National Geographic for Kids 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com  SEARCH HABITAT 
 
 
 
 



 

Britannica Kids 

https://kids.britannica.com 

From Britannica, an online encyclopedia resource for kids in grades K-12 with safe, fact-
checked, age-appropriate content for homework help and learning… 

Kids · Explore Britannica Students · Animal Kingdom · Biographies 

 
Habitat Facts for Kids 

 

Kids encyclopedia facts 

https://kids.kiddle.co › Habitat 

Terrestrial habitat types include forests, grasslands, wetlands and deserts. Within these 
broad biomes are more specific habitats with varying ... 

Animal habitats · Plant habitats · Types 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


